
Approved terms of reference of the IEC SMB/ISO TMB/ITU-T TSAG Standardization 

Programme Coordination Group 

I Strategic coordination of future standardization work

The SPCG shall: 

• Share information on new subject areas of strategic interest on proposals for new
fields of technical activity under consideration in SMB, TMB and TSAG;

• Discuss and review new areas of strategic interest or proposals for new fields of
activity from all three organizations and identify common interests and future
challenges;

• Identify and recommend opportunities and mechanisms for coordination,
collaboration and joint work to the respective technical boards (SMB, TMB, TSAG);

• Provide recommendations regarding coordination of new areas of work to the three
boards (as appropriate). Recommendations can include, but are not limited to:

o The establishment of a formal coordination mechanism ( e.g., Joint Technical
Coordination Group) with guidance on mapping the work to the relevant
committee( s );

o Establishment of Joint Working Groups to develop standards of common
interest.

o Creation of committees across two or more organizations with guidance on
distribution of work;

Notes on operation regarding future work 

• As soon as any area of strategic interest or proposals for new fields of technical 
activity of potential interest to more than one organization have been suggested /
submitted to ISO, IEC or ITU-T, staff from those organizations shall inform the SPCG 
chair and secretary of the area of strategic interest or new fields of technical activity 
that have been suggested/submitted and will be under consideration within the TMB, 
SMB and TSAG at their next meetings or by correspondence.

• information on these areas of strategic interest and proposals for new fields of 
technical activity will be shared with all SPCG members, to indicate if they feel the 
subjects are of common interest to more than one organization and would require 
coordination or joint work.

• If there is general consensus among the SPCG members that a subject is of common 
interest to more than one organization, the SPCG will develop a specific 
recommendation 1 for how to proceed on coordination, collaboration or joint work. 
These tasks shall take no more than four weeks to complete.

• Proposals for new areas of technical activity may proceed through member voting or 
review and comment in ISO, IEC and ITU-T, but the SPCG's recommendations on 
coordination or joint work must be provided in a timely manner for TMB, SMB and 
TSAG meetings or for correspondence actions where final decisions will be taken on 
the proposals. In this way, the TMB, SMB and TSAG can take into account the 

1 In this context, the dictionary definition of "recommendation" applies. 






