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Below are the questions that were raised during the Q&A part of the webinar 
and the answers provided.  

Q&A: 
Questions Answers 
Q1: Is there any thought about 
incorporating more standards bodies 
(e.g. W3C, or the OpenID Foundation) 
into this initiative? 

A1: The SPCG was created in 2019 following the 
ISO/IEC/ITU-T Joint Task Force on effective 
collaboration (JTFEC). The Joint Task Force was set 
up due to the importance of increased coordination 
between the three organizations. There are no 
current plans to include other organizations in 
SPCG. A coordination beyond the three 
organizations would simply overstress the 
resources of SPCG. 

Q2: What are the specific technical areas 
that are coming up as overlaps in the 
three organizations? 

A2: SPCG has mapped the standards landscape to 
identify areas of coordination across the three 
organizations More than 70 fields of common 
interest have been identified. Increasingly there is 
work in artificial intelligence and machine learning 
which is why a new pilot landscape (AI/ML 
landscape document) has been developed on these 
two topics. 

Q3: Is there any project for a standard of 
accounting data such as journal entry? 
We are working on audit data services in 
ISO/TC 295. 

A3: In general, the landscape document is a good 
first point of entry to look if there is ongoing work 
across the three organizations. The specific field of 
accounting data is not mentioned so far. The SPCG 
welcomes any suggestion to consider this field. 

Q4: Which reference do you use to 
determine whether an activity or field is 
new? 

A4: With ‘new fields of activity’, we refer to new TCs, 
PCs, IWAs, ISO Strategic Advisory Groups (SAGs), 
IEC Standardization Evaluation Groups (SEGs), 
new ITU-T Study Groups, ITU-T Focus groups and 
proposed new Questions to ITU-T Study Groups. 
The SPCG does not screen NWIPs which are 
considered to be within the scope of the existing 
groups. 

Q5: I’m in an area with lots of overlap 
between organizations and committees. 
Has the SPCG ever considered working 

A5: The Landscape of fields and the AI/ML 
landscape documents can be found on the SPCG 
website here (scroll almost all the way down). The 
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with keywords for activities, committees 
and standards? If we had a tool with 
keywords of existing standards, 
committees and activities, that would be 
helpful. 

documents are a good starting point. The SPCG 
encourages the technical communities across the 
three organizations to use the landscape 
documents.  
 
Additionally, you can find more information on each 
organization’s website. At IEC, this would be the 
Advance Search tool, at ISO, the Online Browsing 
Platform, and at ITU, the ITU-T Work 
programme:https://www.itu.int/ITU-
T/workprog/wp_search.aspx 
 

Q6: Do you have any suggestions on new 
forms of common standardization 
activities beyond your coordination? 

A6: The SPCG is also tasked to consider new 
coordination groups (e.g. Joint Technical 
Coordination Groups, Joint Working Groups). At the 
moment, there are no specific suggestions for joint 
coordination groups. However, this is always a 
possibility as the ISO/IEC Directives allow for joint 
groups.  
 
For the sake of simplicity and efficiency, SPCG tries 
to find the right form among the existing options. But 
if needed, the SPCG can also suggest new forms of 
collaboration. 

Q7: We think it’s important to track what 
is happening on the national level. Are 
you (SPCG) tracking this? 

A7: SPCG works on an international level and 
doesn’t track the work undergoing on national level. 
See also Q1. 

Q8: A lot of overlapping activities are 
happening in smart cities. Is more 
coordination planned among the three 
organizations in this field? 

A8: Yes, the organizations set up a permanent group 
to ensure coordination in this field; the ISO/IEC/ITU-
T Smart Cities Task Force (J-SCTF). For more 
information, see for example this page on the IEC 
website. 

Q9: How can I connect with and get the 
update of SPCG timely? 

A9: The SPCG has its own page on the WSC 
website here: Standardization Programme 
Coordination Group (SPCG) – WSC 
(www.worldstandardscooperation.org) 
Information and updates on the SPCG work will be 
announced here. You will find the updated 
landscape documents as well on the SPCG website. 

Q10: How are the members of the SPCG 
selected/ elected? 

A10: Each board can nominate five representatives. 
At present, the SPCG does not govern how the 
Boards select their representatives, nor the duration 
of the terms of office of the SPCG members. The 
secretariats of the three SDOs are permanent 
members of the SPCG. The SPCG Chair is selected 
by the SPCG members. 

Q11: How are the results of your work 
displayed on the websites of ISO, IEC 
and ITU? 

A11: The SPCG information is displayed on the 
SPCG website: Standardization Programme 
Coordination Group (SPCG) – WSC 
(www.worldstandardscooperation.org) 
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