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Informal consultations towards a Global Digital Compact have highlighted the immense potential of 

digital technologies and supporting cooperation, including the governance of emerging digital 

technologies, to support sustainable development and promote and protect human rights.  

Guiding principles for digital cooperation identified by the consultations include the need to accelerate 

progress towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals, close digital divides, and advance a safe and 

secure digital future for all. The consultations also highlighted the continued importance of the 

outcomes of World Summit on the information Society (WSIS) and its implementation process. 

The principles also include innovation and participation to achieve inclusive access to digital 

technologies and supporting knowledge, research, and capacity. The principles also give considerable 

weight to responsible AI development and data governance.  

These principles align with objectives of consensus-based international standards development.  

Standards support innovation on a global scale, as cost-effectively as possible. They stimulate global 

access to technological capabilities in service of closing digital divides. Capturing innovation to create 

a basis for continued iterative innovation, standards provide essential technical foundations for new 

industries to grow and established industries to keep moving forward.  

Standards enable interconnection, interoperability, and compatibility, with the result that digital 

technologies rely on standards to an extent rivalled by few other industry sectors. The principles 

underlying a Global Digital Compact as well as the WSIS + 20 review process must be reflected by 

standards if they are to remain integral to the development and application of digital technologies.  

The world’s leading developers of international standards – the International Electrotechnical 

Commission, the International Organization for Standardization, and the International 

Telecommunication Union – provide a trusted platform for digital cooperation among governments, 

industry, academia, and civil society.  

Standards help technologies to work together. They help make them safer, more accessible, more 

affordable, and more sustainable. But to achieve their full potential, standards need to be the result 

of a process that is inclusive, transparent, and aligned with our ambitions for a better world.  

IEC, ISO, and ITU offer this assurance. Our processes ensure that all participants’ voices are heard, and 

that every step forward is determined by consensus decision.  

As powerful technologies in fields like AI continue to grow in sophistication and impact, international 

standards can provide the technical tools required to enact the commitments captured by a Global 

Digital Compact and the WSIS + 20 review, monitor the progress of this global action, and support 

policy and regulation to ensure a safe and secure digital future for all.  
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